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One Hundred Seventieth

Annual Commencement
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Five O’Clock



Message from the President to the Class of 2024

Today, we join with your families, friends, and mentors to celebrate all that you have 
accomplished during your time at Lasell University. Together, we honor your persistence, 
your dedication, and your commitment to excellence. By pursuing an advanced degree, 
you have set the stage for an expanded future. 

Today, I encourage you to take a moment for yourself, for it is important to mark these 
important milestones in our lives.

Before this special day ends, look around and say thank you to all those whose support 
has been invaluable. Consider where you have been and where you are going, and connect 
the dots from past to present. 

As Lasell alumni, you are now on a new path, one that will present tremendous 
opportunities and myriad challenges. But you are ready. 

Congratulations and Forever Forward,
Eric M. Turner H ’13
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Order of Exercise s: Friday, May 10, 2024
	 Faculty Marshal

	 Brian Frasier, Associate Professor of Mathematics

	 National Anthem

	I nvocation/Words of Gratitude

	 Rabbi Herman J. Blumberg, Lasell Village Resident

	I ntroductory Remarks

	 President Eric M. Turner, H ’13

	 Graduate Student Address

	 Bekah Elisabeth Belle, Master of Science in Human Resources

	 Address to the Graduates

	 Andre Dubus III

	 Conferral of Honorary Degree

	 Presented by President Eric M. Turner, H ’13

	 Conferral of Degrees

	 Gerry DeRoche, Chair, Board of Trustees 
	 Dr. Chrystal D. Porter, Provost & Vice President of Academic Affairs 
	 Eric M. Turner, H ’13, President

	 Reading of Graduate Names

	 Janet Huetteman, Associate Professor of Marketing/Management

	 Welcome Remarks to New Alumni

	 Sally Jean-Baptiste ’12, President, Lasell University Alumni Association

	 Singing of the Alma Mater

	 Please rise. See page 14 for lyrics. 

	 Benediction/Words of Hope

	 Rabbi Herman J. Blumberg, Lasell Village Resident

	R ecessional

	 Please remain seated until the graduates have recessed. 

	 Immediately following the Commencement ceremony, graduates and their families are welcome to  
 	 join us for a reception in the Athletic Center gym. 

 	 Flowers given to graduates are compliments of the Lasell University Alumni Association.

 	 Please turn off or silence all cell phones and electronic devices during the ceremony.
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Keynote Speaker: Andre Dubus III
 
Andre Dubus III is the accomplished 
author of nine books, including The New 
York Times bestsellers House of Sand and 
Fog and The Garden of Last Days, and 
his memoir, Townie. His work has been 
included in The Best American Essays and 
The Best Spiritual Writing anthologies. 
House of Sand and Fog was a finalist for the 
National Book Award and was made into 
an Academy Award-nominated feature 
film. His 2013 novella collection, Dirty 
Love, was listed as a “Notable Book” by The 
Washington Post and The New York Times. 
His novel, Gone So Long, was named one of 
The Boston Globe’s “Twenty Best Books of 

2018” and Amazon’s “Best Books of 2018, Top 100.” His most recent novel, Such Kindness, 
was recognized by Amazon as one of the best books of 2023.

Dubus has been a finalist for the National Book Award and received a Guggenheim 
Fellowship, National Magazine Award for Fiction, two Pushcart Prizes, and an American 
Academy of Arts and Letters Award in Literature. A faculty member at the University of 
Massachusetts Lowell, his books have been published in more than 25 languages.
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Graduate Recognition Awards
The Office of Graduate and Professional Studies recognizes students annually for demonstrated academic 
excellence, professional achievement, and campus engagement. Students are selected as outstanding 
representatives within their respective degree programs. 

Joann Elizabeth Bohorquez.............................................................................Master of Education in Moderate Disabilities

Raymond Overton Bruno............................................................................................Master of Science in Sport Management

Ashley Marie DiBattista...............................................................................................Master of Science in Sport Management

Isabella R. Fernandez............................................................................................. Master of Science in Rehabilitation Science

Sophia Reilly Harrington.................................................................................................. Master of Science in Communication

Joshua Fischer Isaac..........................................................................................................Master of Science in Athletic Training 

Abigail A. Langevin............................................................................................................Master of Science in Athletic Training 

Alexis Lyn Masse..................................................................................................................... Master of Business Administration

Amber Danielle Miller......................................................................Master of Science in Applied Sports Science Analytics 

Lian Cassidy Painchaud....................................................................................Master of Education in Moderate Disabilities

Cinthia G. Rincon Siller..................................................................................................... Master of Science in Communication

Donnell Stoute.......................................................................................................Master of Education in Moderate Disabilities

Andrea Arango Villada...................................................................................................... Master of Science in Communication

National Criminal Justice Honor Society: Alpha Phi Sigma
In recognition of this achievement, students are given the option to wear a royal blue and gold cord.

John F. Alves	 John James Fitzgerald	 James Michael Sullivan-Venezia
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LASELL UNIVERSITY DEGREES GRANTED

Bachelor’s Completion Degrees
Foulematou Damba Joseph.................................................... Bachelor of Science, Business Administration 	
Randolph, MA

Michelle Karen Hubbard....................................................... Bachelor of Science, Business Administration 	
Wrentham, MA

Lovely Pierre.................................................................................... Bachelor of Science, Business Administration 	
Boston, MA

Master of Business Administration
Christina Burbank Alejandre...................................................................................................Human Resources 	
Dedham, MA

Samari David Auguste.........................................................................................................Business Administration	
East Wareham, MA

Morgan Brittney Austin...................................................................................................Business Administration	
Brockton, MA

Gabe T. Bast.................................................................................................................................Business Administration	
Red Deer, Alberta, Canada

Anthony Berry..................................................................................................................................Project Management 	
Roxbury, MA

Matthew Anton Bischof...................................................................................................Business Administration	
North Waltham, MA

Stefan Robert Ceccherini............................................................................................................................. Marketing 	
Melrose, MA

John Paul Chaves....................................................................................................................Business Administration	
Burlington, MA

Kyle Davenport.........................................................................................................................Business Administration	
Harrisville, RI

Michelle Eileen Donnelly.......................................................................................................Project Management 	
Medfield, MA

Adrimely Fernandes Borges...........................................................................................Healthcare Management	
Quincy, MA

Md Zakir Hossain....................................................................................................................Business Administration	
Woodside, NY

Gokul Das Praveen Babu Kulayan Mahendran..............................................Business Administration	
Sivakasi, India

Rosalinda Lagos...............................................................................................................................Project Management 	
Dorchester, MA
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Fun Yee Lau...................................................................................................................................Business Administration	
Quincy, MA

Alexis Lyn Masse.....................................................................................................................Business Administration	
Woonsocket, RI

Matthew G. McLeod.............................................................................................................Business Administration	
Mississauga, Ontario, Canada

Concetta Grace Nicoloro...................................................................................Sustainable Fashion Operations	
East Somerville, MA

Timothy Ahthit Nokeo.......................................................................................................Business Administration	
Amherst, MA

Martine Fabiola Pierre-Louis..............................................................................................Project Management 	
Malden, MA

Caitlin Meagan Reynolds..............................................................................................................Human Resources 	
Kensington, MD

Michelle Lee Rogers............................................................................................................Business Administration	
Mansfield, MA

Janci Soto..............................................................................................................................................Project Management 	
Lawrence, MA

Caroline Jean St. Croix.....................................................................................................Business Administration	
Lowville, NY

Daniel Tedesco..........................................................................................................................Business Administration	
Barrie, Ontario, Canada

Christina Grace Tobin.................................................................................................................Project Management 	
Mooresville, NC

Kelsey Louisa Turner............................................................................................Sustainable Fashion Operations	
Dayton, OH

Gabrielle A. Viso.............................................................................................................................Project Management 	
Chincoteague, VA

Ariel Jennie Walmark..........................................................................................Sustainable Fashion Operations	
Boston, MA

Master of Education in Curriculum, Leadership, and Inclusion
Betsy Robinson Burt.................................................................................Curriculum, Leadership, and Inclusion	
Sherborn, MA

Katherine Elise Daby.........................................................................................................................Special Education	
North Attleboro, MA

Shaghayegh Ghazizadeh........................................................................Curriculum, Leadership, and Inclusion	
Newton, MA
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Kanak Manav Gupta.......................................................................................................................Elementary Literacy 	
Brea, CA

Colette M. LeGendre..............................................................................Curriculum, Leadership, and Inclusion	
West Roxbury, MA

Master of Education in Elementary Education
Anna Weston Hanesian........................................................................................................... Elementary Education 	
Boston, MA

Master of Education in Moderate Disabilities
Breanna Patrica Barrett.......................................................................................................Moderate Disabilities	
Hyannis, MA

Joann Elizabeth Bohorquez..................................................................................................Moderate Disabilities	
Marshfield, MA

Bridget Frances Byrne..............................................................................................................Moderate Disabilities	
Weymouth, MA

David Exe...............................................................................................................................................Moderate Disabilities	
Everett, MA

Jenna Rose Grasso.........................................................................................................................Moderate Disabilities	
Agawam, MA

Ekta Mehrotra................................................................................................................................Moderate Disabilities	
Kolkata, India

Kayla MacKenzie Monaghan................................................................................................Moderate Disabilities	
Dedham, MA

Lian Cassidy Painchaud.............................................................................................................Moderate Disabilities	
Middleton, MA

Hannah Marie Paulo...................................................................................................................Moderate Disabilities	
Andover, MA

Isabella Richard.............................................................................................................................Moderate Disabilities	
Strafford, NH

Donnell Stoute................................................................................................................................Moderate Disabilities	
Boston, MA

Master of Science in Applied Sports Science Analytics
Allan Christler Bellevue.............................................................................. Applied Sports Science Analytics	
Brockton, MA

Brooke Melanie Damboise............................................................................... Applied Sports Science Analytics	
Bolton, CT

Nicholas John Anthony DiLello............................................................... Applied Sports Science Analytics	
Essex Junction, VT
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Brianna Laken Gendreau................................................................................. Applied Sports Science Analytics	
Warren, RI

Zachary Claude Korten.................................................................................... Applied Sports Science Analytics	
South Bend, IN

Gabrianna Elizabeth Matthews................................................................ Applied Sports Science Analytics	
Canton, MA

Amber Danielle Miller..................................................................................... Applied Sports Science Analytics	
Wethersfield, CT

Master of Science in Athletic Training
Joshua Fischer Isaac............................................................................................................................ Athletic Training 	
Ridgefield, CT

Harris Jawad............................................................................................................................................. Athletic Training	
Somerset, NJ

Abigail A. Langevin............................................................................................................................... Athletic Training 	
Warwick, RI

Master of Science in Communication
Andrea Arango Villada............................................................................................................................Digital Media	
Cali, Colombia

Sophia Reilly Harrington....................................................................... Negotiations and Conflict Resolution 	
Raynham, MA

Sabrina Mae LeBlanc.................................................................................................................................Digital Media	
Loudon, NH

Kimberley Rufaro Marowa.................................................................... Negotiations and Conflict Resolution 	
Harare, Zimbabwe

Abdul H. Noor.............................................................................................................................Health Communication	
Brookline, MA

Cinthia G. Rincon Siller..................................................................................................................... Public Relations 	
Saltillo, México

Nicholas Stephen Blessed Rosenbloom........................................................................................Digital Media	
Syracuse, NY

Hamza Gokalp Yilmaz................................................................................................................................Digital Media	
Istanbul, Turkey

Master of Science in Criminal Justice
John F. Alves................................................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Boston, MA

Mia Fidalgo Andrade............................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Braintree, MA
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Michael Steven Andrade...................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Hyde Park, MA

Michael Anthony Assad Jr.............................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
North Attleboro, MA

Haminton Balthazar.............................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Hyde Park, MA

Elizabeth Anne Bauch..........................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Coventry, CT

Tyler Lewis Bowman.......................................................................................Emergency and Crisis Management	
Brighton, MA

Joseph Caggiano........................................................................................... Homeland Security and Global Justice	
East Boston, MA

Jamie Nicole Cahill................................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Allston, MA

Jeffrey Bryan Callahan........................................................................ Homeland Security and Global Justice	
Milton, MA

Suraya Carnakie-Brown...............................................................................Emergency and Crisis Management	
Brockton, MA

Mark Joseph Cassino.............................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Dorchester, MA

Luciano cirino Ayuso..............................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Hyde Park, MA

Madeline Anne Cooper................................................................................... Violence Prevention and Advocacy	
Anchorage, AK

Massimo Carlo Cugno.............................................................................. Homeland Security and Global Justice	
Medford, MA

Claude Nathaniel Defay.....................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Hyde Park, MA

Ryan William DiMare...................................................................................Emergency and Crisis Management	
Medford, MA

Daniel Duggan............................................................................................... Homeland Security and Global Justice	
Allston, MA

Matthew Farley.......................................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Boston, MA

John James Fitzgerald........................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
West Roxbury, MA

John Michael Flaherty......................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Boston, MA

Astrid Gonzalez........................................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Roxbury, MA
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James Thomas Gorman.........................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Boston, MA

Brooke Emily Greenfield...................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Estero, FL

Andrew J. Guerini....................................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Dorchester, MA

Jessica Mary Hayes.................................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Dorchester, MA

Declan Gerard Healy...........................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Newton, MA

Kailey Louise Jacobs..............................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Dorchester, MA

Nelson Frank Kadey II.........................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Boston, MA

Philip J. Kearney.......................................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Boston, MA

Julie Marie Keeler.................................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Dorchester, MA

McKensie Catherine Lennon....................................................................Emergency and Crisis Management	
Jamestown, RI

Raymond Liang............................................................................................... Homeland Security and Global Justice	
Boston, MA

Brian Joseph McDermott.................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Braintree, MA

Jason Matthew McKenna..........................................................................Emergency and Crisis Management	
Hyde Park, MA

Adam Stewart Nahabedian...............................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Newton, MA

Jose Antonio Palomino Jr................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Norwood, MA

Jaret Ian Petrie........................................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Milford, CT

Joseph Lorenzo Petruzziello.........................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Boston, MA

Stephen Emil Puopolo...........................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Norwell, MA

Nicholas Antoine Rochon.................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Dorchester, MA

Sean Michael Rooney............................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Norwell, MA
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William Ryan...............................................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Dorchester, MA

James Michael Sullivan-Venezia.................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
West Roxbury, MA

Kayla Kalia Thomas..............................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Randolph, MA

Samantha Thompson........................................................................................ Violence Prevention and Advocacy	
Boston, MA

Daniel Trainor...........................................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Belmont, MA

Steve Valerio...............................................................................................................................................Criminal Justice	
Fall River, MA

Master of Science in Human Resources
Bekah Elisabeth Belle.........................................................................................Human Resources Management	
Arlington, TX

Brianna Hoffman......................................................................................................Human Resources Management	
Londonderry, NH

Esperance Romilly Noussi Toukam............................................................Human Resources Management	
Yaounde, Cameroon

Monica Quintero Munoz.....................................................................................Human Resources Management	
Bogota, Colombia

Taylor Michelle Tavares..................................................................................Human Resources Management	
Attleboro, MA

Master of Science in Integrated Marketing Communication
Denise Matulis Delucia.......................................................................... Integrated Marketing Communication	
Walpole, MA

Chelsey Johnna McGree....................................................................... Integrated Marketing Communication	
Butte, MT

Falon Felesia Phillips............................................................................. Integrated Marketing Communication	
Brockton, MA

Candice Romero............................................................................................ Integrated Marketing Communication	
Salem, NH

Joselyn Estefania Varela Villanueva........................................ Integrated Marketing Communication	
Tlalpan, México

Master of Science in Management
Ji Young Byun................................................................................................................Hospitality Event Management	
Seoul, South Korea
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Nicole Carolann Horton.....................................................................................Hospitality Event Management	
Centerview, NC

Anxhela Milja..............................................................................................................Hospitality Event Management	
Tirana, Albania

Master of Science in Marketing
Faith Rae Costa..................................................................................................................................................... Marketing 	
New Bedford, MA

Kristina Dorothy Ferrari-Barrett..................................................................................................... Marketing 	
Framingham, MA

Alexandra Grace Hoffman.......................................................................................................................... Marketing 	
Johnston, RI

Ceren Kafadar........................................................................................................................................................ Marketing 	
Halkali Ataken, Turkey

Markella Christina Lazos........................................................................................................................... Marketing 	
Bedford, NH

Rachel Ann McKinley...................................................................................................................................... Marketing 	
Turner, ME

Jacqueline Minasian........................................................................................................................................... Marketing 	
Lexington, MA

Hannah Mary Rose............................................................................................................................................. Marketing 	
Oneonta, NY

Olivia Eleanor Timbone.................................................................................................................................. Marketing 	
North Easton, MA

Master of Science in Nutrition for Human Performance
Zachary Isaiah Scott.........................................................................................Nutrition for Human Performance	
Port Saint Lucie, FL

Master of Science in Project Management
Paula Katherine Montoya Leal..........................................................................................Project Management	
Bogota, Colombia

Nicholas Lino Gasparotto Morra.....................................................................................Project Management	
Toronto, Canada

Faruk Piskin.........................................................................................................................................Project Management	
Istanbul, Turkey

Jaime Armando Vives Dangond............................................................................................Project Management	
Santa Marta, Columbia
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Master of Science in Rehabilitation Science
Justin Tyler Broy........................................................................................................................Rehabilitation Science	
Steep Falls, ME

Isabella R. Fernandez...............................................................................................................Rehabilitation Science	
South Weymouth, MA

Jared Paul Ford............................................................................................................................Rehabilitation Science	
Waltham, MA

Alexandra Grace Foster.......................................................................................................Rehabilitation Science	
Lyme, CT

Jewel Naomi McCants..............................................................................................................Rehabilitation Science	
Bluffton, SC

Payton Elisabeth Orino..........................................................................................................Rehabilitation Science	
Sanford, ME

Lexus Sakda Souriyavong.......................................................................................................Rehabilitation Science	
Old Forge, PA

Master of Science in Sport Management
Michael Anthony Barbieri...............................................................................................Athletic Administration	
Enfield, CT

Ethan Bernardo.........................................................................................................................Athletic Administration	
Pawtucket, RI

Raymond Overton Bruno................................................................Athletic Administration, Sport Leadership	
East Walpole, MA

Taylor Conway............................................................................................................................................... Data Analytics	
North Kingstown, RI

Ashley Marie DiBattista................................................................................................................ Sport Leadership	
Plantsville, CT

Christopher John Fraioli..................................................................................................Athletic Administration	
Norwood, MA

Kerrie Lynn Francis.....................................................................................................................Parks and Recreation	
North Attleboro, MA

Megan Gerber............................................................................................................................................ Sport Leadership	
Clifton Heights, PA

Colin M. Harty...........................................................................................................................Athletic Administration	
Plymouth, MA

Mitchell James Hayes...........................................................................................................Athletic Administration	
Barnstable, MA

Brae Lamontagne......................................................................................................... Sport Tourism and Hospitality 
Newto, MA
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Jonathan Martinez............................................................................................................................... Sport Leadership	
Stony Point, NY

Christina Marye McCarthy..................................................................................................Parks and Recreation	
Southborough, MA

Thomas Michael Muizulis Jr..........................................................................................Athletic Administration	
Waltham, MA

Patrick Mulhern.................................................................................................................................... Sport Leadership	
East Pembroke, MA

Daniel Teklay Tazele............................................................................................................Athletic Administration	
Hyde Park, MA

Julie Marie Tice...................................................................................................................................... Sport Leadership	
Philadelphia, PA

Master of Science in Medical Science
Lihi Kadosh.....................................................................................................................................................Medical Science	
Brookline, MA

Katherine Lopez-Tapia.........................................................................................................................Medical Science	
Medford, NY

Aissatou A. Monti.....................................................................................................................................Medical Science	
Princeton, MA

Chad Eric-Steven Salter....................................................................................................................Medical Science	
Mount Vernon, NY

Students were required to submit information for this program by March 2024; information printed here is 
accurate as of April 1, 2024. Any changes to graduation eligibility, Latin honors, names, etc. made after that date 

are not reflected here. This program is not an official record and is for ceremonial purposes only; graduates 
who meet requirements will receive an official diploma and transcript upon completion of their degree.
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Alma Mater

Firmly bound by bonds unbroken—
Love for old Lasell—

Take we now a pledge outspoken,
E’er to guard her well.

Alma Mater, Fidelitas!
Pledge, all, for loyalty!

Sing we now before we part,
We’ll ever faithful be.

Bright school days are quickly past;
Enjoy them while you may.

Mem’ries still shall them outlast,
When we are far away.

Alma Mater, Fidelitas!
Pledge, all, for loyalty—

Sing we now before we part,
We’ll ever faithful be.
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History of Academic Re galia

Academic “costumes” date back to medieval English custom when kings’ courts were 
closely associated with Oxford University and there was a deep connection with 
the church. The elaborate vestments identify the degrees, disciplines, and levels of 
achievement of the wearer. In the United States, the Intercollegiate Commission set the 
standards for academic costumes in 1894. 

For bachelor’s or master’s degrees, the color of the gown is black with no trim. The doctor’s 
gown is faced down the front in black velvet with three bars of the same across the sleeves. 
The color code is the same for all degrees; however, the width of the hood edging, hood 
length, and sleeve style vary. The doctor’s hood has edging 5-inches wide, a 4-foot hood 
length, and full, round sleeves. The master’s hood edging is 3-inches wide, and the hood is 
3.5-feet long with long pointed sleeves. The bachelor’s hood edging is 2-inches wide, the 
hood measures 3 feet, and the sleeves are full-length square. The colors of the satin lining 
of the hood indicate the particular college or university that awarded the degree. Tassels 
for caps for all degrees may be black, with the exception of gold, which is most often worn 
for the doctor’s degree. 

A selected list of colors follows:
Arts, Letters, Humanities, Sociology – White 
Business, Commerce, Accounting – Drab 
Education – Light Blue 
Fine Arts – Brown 
Health and Physical Science – Sage Green 
Law – Purple 
Library Science – Lemon 
Mathematics/Science – Golden Yellow 
Nursing – Apricot 
Philosophy – Dark Blue 
Social Science – Citron 
Theology – Scarlet

History of the Lasell University Banners

The Lasell University banners exemplify the rich tapestry of the institution. Class banners 
vary greatly with color, motto, and pattern chosen by each individual class. These banners 
have been a part of the University’s history since 1854. Early banners were typically 
designed with shields in red, white, and blue bearing class mottos; later, some were made 
of silk and occasionally embroidered. Class banners frequently provide insight into world 
events at the time of graduation. Many of Lasell’s banners have been preserved in the 
University’s Winslow Archives. Today, we proudly add the banner for the Class of 2024 to 
the collection as a way to proclaim the long and storied history of Lasell University. 
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Lasell University Board of Trustees

Gerry DeRoche, Chair
Lori Hindle, Vice Chair
Peter M. Schulte, Treasurer
Joseph M. Maraia, Clerk

Rena Clark
Carlos J. Fonseca
Gregory M. Holman
Keon T. Holmes
Bradley Kates
Mercedes Kelemen
Deborah Lind Mahony ’67
John R. McKenna
Laurie Samuels Pascal
Ubin Pokharel
Heidi Hanson Raffone ’83
Victoria Rakov
Karl S. Vasiloff
Bryan Ward P’23
Judith Wittenberg

Trustees Emeriti

Sally Andrews
Richard K. Blankstein
Nancy Lawson Donahue ’49 P’78 H’98
RoseMary B. Fuss
Nancy Curtis Grellier ’49
Erik J. Stapper
Eric M. Turner, H ’13

Ex Officio Members

Stormy Bell ’90 ’92 G’20, Chair, Board of Overseers
Sally Jean-Baptiste ’12, President, Lasell University Alumni Association
Jeffrey Simon, Chair, Lasell Village Board of Trustees
Eric M. Turner, H ’13, President, Lasell University



Lasell is a 173-year-old innovative educational institution and 
dynamic environment that embraces challenges and forges direct 
connections with professional outcomes so that students in pursuit 
of bachelor’s and master’s degrees, in addition to professional 
certifications, are prepared to thrive in the 21st century. 

Founded in 1851 as the Auburndale Female Seminary, Lasell was 
the first two-year college for women in the United States at a time 
when women faced limited educational opportunities. The school 
was renamed Lasell Junior College in 1932, and evolved into a four-
year institution — Lasell College — in 1989. In 1997, Lasell became 
coeducational and shortly after, established Lasell Village, an on-
campus continuing-care retirement community focused on lifelong 
education and intergenerational collaboration. The institution’s 
first graduate programs were launched in 2003. 

In 2019, Lasell College became Lasell University. This latest chapter 
in our history is not a destination or an end point. Rather, it is part 
of an ongoing evolution that started in 1851 and continues to this 
day. In this unprecedented time of change, Lasell has flexed to meet 
profound new challenges in higher education and for those who 
seek its benefits. 

Founder Edward Lasell strongly believed that students should 
be well-versed in both the liberal arts and the practical aspects 
of everyday life; in fact, early ads for the Seminary spoke of the 
school’s unique curricular approach of blending theory and 
practice. Today, we call this Connected Learning. Our educational 
philosophy has modernized with the times, but at its core, has 
always been about learning through immersive intellectual and 
professional experiences.   

THE HISTORY OF 
LASELL UNIVERSITY



1844 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton, MA 02466-2716
www.lasell.edu


